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21st century China is a country of  the economic miracle, great prosperity and 
fantastic plans for the future. In 2017 the question is not any more whether 
China becomes a new superpower of  the third millennium but when she 
becomes a one. Is it going to happen in 2049 for the one hundredth anniversary 
of  the People’s Republic or – as many are convinced of  – much earlier? 

More than 40 years after his decease Chairman Mao Zedong`s picture 
still watches China from the Beijing’s Tiananmen – the Gate of  the Heavenly 
Peace and overlooks a scenery that is not reminiscent of  his time any more. 
If  his phraseology is to be used then the present China is an embodiment of  
antagonisms as the road leading the Middle Kingdom to modernization and 
modernity has been exactly the opposite of  what he had suggested over the 
decades of  his rule but the result – a vibrant economy and a powerful state 
of  world’s posture – is what he had been aiming at prior to his death in 1976. 
His ideas as well as his fi gure remain a sacred and undeniable symbol of  the 
communist power albeit some of  his deeds have been subject to qualifi ed 
criticism. However, his responsibility for a sequence of  disasters resulting 
from his political and economic experiments (with hardly any comprehension 
of  basic economy on his part) like the ill-fated Great Leap Forward and the 
disastrous Cultural Revolution, as well as other preceding, overlapping and 
subsequent campaigns, and a corresponding account of  victims reaching into 
tens of  millions, is an offi cial taboo and only occasional hints are dropped 
to that effect. China has still not yet come to terms with its own past in 
terms of  evaluation and psychological relief. On the other hand, the time 
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span of  his rule which is roughly equal to one generation witnessed changes 
of  historical dimensions which raised China’s status from a war-torn and 
devastated semi-colony to a political and economic powerhouse and shook 
the Chinese nation to a greater extent than any other developments over the 
centuries since the unifi cation of  China by Mao’s favorite statesman, The 
First Emperor Qin Shihuangdi. 

Being a politician and a statesman, a revolutionist and a strategist, 
a military commander and an administrator but also a poet, a philosopher, 
an innovator inspired by his country’s rich tradition and history, and – last 
but not least – a visionary, Mao Zedong has never been a simple and one-
-dimensional fi gure. Moreover, his concepts in the fi nal years of  his life 
have evolved and deviated to the point where some experts already question 
their cohesiveness with the “Mao Zedong ideas”… Therefore Mao and his 
accomplishments as well as his errors still await a complete, thorough and 
unbiased assessment and evaluation. 

Our Mao: essays on biography is not a classical biography, anyway, as only 
three specifi c stages of  the Chairman’s political life and activity have been 
selected for analysis, i. e. the rivalry with the Soviet Union over leadership 
in the international communist movement, the Great Leap Forward and 
the Cultural Revolution with accompanying processes and events, in order 
to present some of  the most decisive moments of  his career with emphasis 
on breakthroughs and developments particularly infl uencing China’s history. 
The book results from arduous searches in Chinese, Polish, Soviet/Russian 
archives (with in-depth analysis of  the Sino-Soviet ideological feud and the 
political rivalry), comparison of  innumerable publications on the subject 
issued both in the West and in the East (including the most up-to-date Chinese 
publications), our own investigations and conversations with historians and 
analysts. We point to quite a few Polish threads in the Chinese political fabric 
of  the 50-ies (like China’s role in forestalling the Soviet military intervention 
in Poland in 1956 in the aftermath of  the Poznań uprising and the Polish 
feedback in China’s short-lived liberalization drive in 1957) usually unknown 
to most readers but signifi cant in reference to internal and external policies 
shaped by the Chinese leadership. Our research is also an attempt to avoid 
any presumptions and to provide a neutral and balanced evaluation of  one 
of  the leading fi gures of  the 20th century, his concepts, their implementation 
and their infl uence. 
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