Ten Years of Poland’s Membership
in the European Union:
An Attempt at a Balanced View and a Fresh Start

The tenth anniversary of Poland’s accession to the European Union
provides a good opportunity for engaging in reflection and scholarly discussion
on the country’s problems and prospects, successes and failures, as well as the
future of Polish policy towards the EU. This publication aims to contribute
valuable insights to that discussion.

This volume shows that twenty-five years after Poland embarked on
its political and socioeconomic transition and ten years after it joined the
European Union, it is beyond any doubt that our membership in this unique,
voluntarily integrated association of sovereign states of Europe was both
necessary and inevitable, which is also the main thesis of this publication. It
was the only viable solution for Poland, given its geopolitical location and
historical experiences. Despite the initial concerns, Poland’s accession to the
EU has not crippled our sovereignty or national identity. In contrast, a rejection
of EU membership would have impaired our chance to play a significant role in
European and global politics.

Today, it is unquestionable that Poland’s membership in the European
Union has promoted the Polish national interest, increasing the country’s
economic potential, improving its internal political stability and relations with
its neighbours, and enhancing its prestige among other states and nations.
Obviously, a country’s international position is influenced by many different
objective and subjective factors, especially in the fields of politics, military
power, finances, natural resources, science, technology, and culture. It is also
affected by the state’s environment, its alliances, and relations with other states.

Following its accession to the EU, Poland is no longer perceived as
a weak post-communist state, or an aid-seeker aspiring to join Euro-Atlantic
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structures. Indeed, our country has become an active member the Euro-Atlantic
system, which guarantees its sovereignty and security. In this way, Poland has
gained new opportunities of economic and political cooperation, as well as
participation in EU policies and programmes promoting the protection of the
nation’s cultural heritage, both spiritual and material, as well as strengthening
our cultural identity and national sovereignty, which some thought to be
threatened by the accession.

After ten years of Poland’s membership in the European Union, it is
clear that the overall balance for our country is positive, and the benefits are
unquestionable. We have gained experience in all areas of life, which is going
to bring further profits in the short and long term. Polish men and women are
happy about the ten years of our membership in the EU. According to a survey
conducted by the Public Opinion Research Center (CBOS), in the spring
of 2014 as many as 63 percent of us said that the benefits of our presence in
the European Union outweigh the costs, while only 13 percent had a negative
opinion of Poland’s membership. Interestingly, the survey showed that the
respondents appreciated the good effects of integration for Poland as a country
more than for themselves individually. Despite the fact that most of us generally
approve of the changes that have occurred in Poland under the influence of
the European Union, the individual view is less optimistic: only 43 percent
of Polish women and men believe that Poland’s membership in the EU has
benefited them personally.

Nowadays, Poland’s number one concern is the need to narrow, and
in the future close, the civilization gap separating our country from the most
developed nations. Membership in the EU is an effective tool for attaining
this goal; indeed we should take advantage of this opportunity and support
European integration processes. Therefore, at a time when the EU is going
through the greatest crisis in its history, when national egoisms often gain the
upper hand over European solidarity, deeper integration lies in our vital interest.
Of importance is also our active participation in the remedial mechanisms of
the eurozone, which we should join as soon as the opportunities outweigh the
risks, as this is the only way in which we can secure ourselves a place at the
centre of the European Union. While the chances for that happening soon are
regrettably slight, we should be motivated to increase them. If such a small
country as Lithuania was able to adopt the euro on January 1, 2015, is there
really any reason why we cannot do it? The adoption of the common currency
would finally complete the process of Poland’s integration with the European
Union and strengthen our position in Europe.



Hecars jer wiencrea Moabmu
B EBponeiickom corose. ITonbiTka
MOABEACHHS HTOTOB M HOBbIE EPCIEKTHBLI

Hecatunernuit 1o6uneit BeTymienus Ilonsmm B EBponeiickuii coos
~ OTO MOIXOAAUMH MOMEHT, YTOGBI 3aqyMaThCs H NOAMCKYTHPOBATh Haj
CYWICCTBYIOIIMMH ~ CErofHsA mnpobiemamMu u NEPCNEKTHBAMH,  yClEXaMH
1 NOPXKCHUSMH, a TAKKE HAJl 3aBTPAIIHHM AHEM MONHTHKH IMonbmn B EC.
HMeHHO B 3TOM coCTOMT r1aBHas mens A@HHOTO HAYYHOIO TpPy/a.

ABTOpHI  CTareii ACMOHCTPUPYIOT, YTO MOCHE ABAAUATH MATH JieT
€ Havana TpaHchoOpManUu 001IECTBEHHO-TTOUTHYECKOTO crtpos B ITonsme
H TIOCJIC ECATH JIET ¢ MOMEHTA BCTYIUICHHS CTpaHsl B EBponeiickuii coro3
HAlle YICHCTBO B 3TOM CHenupUIecKoMm, A06pOBOIEHOM COK03e CYBEPEHHBIX
CBPONEHCKAX TIOCyNapcTB GBUIO, BHE BCAKOTO COMHEHHs, HEO0OXOIUMBIM
H HeH30EXHBIM. DT0 — IIaBHBIH Te3uc AaHHOW KHHMTH. Betymnenue IMonsmu
B EC 6bu10 enuncTBenHO BO3MOXHBIM, NIPaBHJIBHBIM PENICHHEM, BBITEKAIOMUM
U3 €€ reonoNIUTHYECKOTO TONOKEHHS U HCTOpHYECKOro ombita. Bonpeku paunee
CYLIECTBYIOIMM ONIACEHHAM, OHO HE TPHHECIO Bpella HalleH CyBEpPEeHHOCTH
H HAUHOHANBHOM MIEHTHYHOCTH. B TO 3Ke BpEMsA, OTKa3 OT 4YIEHCTBa
B EBponeiickom coroze OpHBEN OBl K YMEHBIICHHIO HALIHX BO3MOXXHOCTEH
H IIaHCOB MIPaTh CYLIECTBEHHYIO POJb KaK B €BPOIEHCKOH, TaK U B MHPOBOIi
TIOJIUTHKE.

Ceronus He BEI3BIBaeT COMHEHHS, 4TO 4neHcTBO ITonsmu B EBponeiickom
COK03€ COOTBETCTBOBAJIO M COOTBETCTBYET HHTEpeCaM MOJBCKOrO roCyAapcTBa.
OHo cmoco6erByer OKOHOMHYECKOMY pa3sBHTHIO CTpaHBI, BHYTPEHHEM
TNONMTHYECKOH CcTabMim3anmu, K06pococencKiM OTHOLICHHAM C JPYrUMH
TOCYAApCTBAMH, a TaKKe YKDEIUISET HAll MpecTHK CPEaH HHBIX rOCYIapCcTB
¥ HaponoB. KoHeuHo e, mosuuus TOCynapcTBa Ha MEeXAYHApOIHOM apeHe —
3TO NPOHM3BOJHAS MHOIOYHCIIEHHBIX, Pa3sHOOOpPa3HEIX (aKTOPOB 06BEKTHBHOIO
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U CyOBEKTHBHOTO XapaKTepa — 3KOHOMHYECKHX, NMOJIHTHYECKHX, BOEHHBIX,
(GHMHAHCOBBIX, CHIPHEBBIX, HAYYHO-TEXHHYECKHX H KyIsTYpHbIX. Kpome Toro,
Ha He€ BIHMAET OKPYXXEHHE IOCYAapCTBa, €ro COI3bl U OTHOLICHHA C APYTHMH
rOCyJapCTBaMH.

ITocne Bcrymmenns B EBponedickuii  coro3 Ilomemy nepecranu
BOCIIPHHHMMATh KaK c1abyl0, MOCTKOMMYHHCTHYECKYIO CTpaHy-"TIPOCHTEINs”,
KOTOpas M30 BCEX CHJI CTPEMMTCS NPOCOEAHHHUTHCA K €BPOATIAHTHYECKHUM
crpykrypaM. Hama cTpana crana 49acThi0 €BPOATIAHTHYECKOH CHCTEMB,
KOTOpasi rapaHTHpyeT €€ CyBepeHHOCTb H OesomacHocTs. Ilepen Ilonbeit
OTKPBUIMCH HOBBIE BO3MOXXHOCTH B 001aCTH 3KOHOMHYECKOTO H IOJTUTHYECKOTO
COTPDYAHHYECTBA, Y4YaCTHs B €BPONCHCKOH IONMTHKE M IpOrpamMmMax,
HaNpaBJICHHBIX Ha COXPaHEHHE JyXOBHBIX M MAaTEPHAIBHBIX HAIlMOHAJIBHBIX
KyIETYpHBIX LIeHHOCTeH. bnaromaps 3ToMy Mbl yKpeluiseM Hamy
HAlMOHAJIBHYI0 HACHTHYHOCTh M CYBEPEHHOCTb, YTPAaTOH KOTOPBIX IOJISAKOB
nmyrany nepen Beryiuienuem B EC.

Ilo mponcTeyeHHH AECATH JIET CO IHA BCTyIUleHus B EBponeiickuii coro3
MBI MOXEM YTBEPXKAaTh, YTO B OOIIEM M IETIOM HTOrH npeObiBanus Ilonsmm
B EC HMeI0T MONOXHTENbHBIH XapaKkTep, a Mojib3a, KOTOPYIO MBI YepraeM W3
9TOr0 YWIEHCTBa, HEOCTIOpHUMa. MBI NpHOOpEnH pa3HOCTOPOHHUI ONBIT, KOTOPHIi
Oynet nonesen B 6mwkaimed U nanpHei nepcnextuse. Onpoc, MpoBeAEHHBIN
BecHOH 2014 roma corpynuukamu IleHTpa wHccnenoBaHus OOLIECTBEHHOIO
MHEHMs, CBHJETEILCTBYET O TOM, 4YTO IONAKH YIOBJIETBOPEHBI IECATHIO
roaaMu NpHHaIeXHOCTH K EBponeiickoMy coro3y. 63 nponeHTa OnpomeHHBIX
cyMTalT, 4yro wieHcTBO B EC mnpuHOCHT HameMmy rocyaapctBy Gosbiie
NONB3bl, YEM BpENa, B TO BpeMs KakK TONBKO 13 NPOLEHTOB pECIOHAEHTOB
OLIeHHBaKOT NpuHamIexHocTh kK EC HerarmBHo. TeM He MeHee, pe3yibTaThl
3TOr0 MCCJIEN0BaHHA ONHO3HAYHO CBHETEIBCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO ONpPOIICHHBIE
Jy4iie OLIEHMBAKOT MOCIEACTBUA HHTerpauuu Ui [Tonsmu B o6meM u 1eom,
geM i cebs mmyHo. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO GONBLIMHCTBO M3 HAC TMO3MTHBHO
OLICHHBAET M3MEHEHHs, KoTopele mpousouumd B [lonbme nox Biusuuem EC,
C MHMBHYaJIbHOH MEPCIEKTHBEI 3TH JECATH JIET OLIEHHUBAIOTCA MHA4e: BCETO
43 mponeHTa NONAKOB CYMTAIOT, 4T0 WieHCTBO Ionbmm B EC monesHo ans Hux
JIMYHO.

Ceromus mnonsckas npobleMa HOMEP ONWH — 3TO HEOOXOAMMOCTH
YMEHBIIEHHs, a B OyaymeM — JMKBHAAIMH BCE €IE CyIECTBYIOLIENO
LMBUIM3ALMOHHOIO Pa3phiBa MEXIy Hallel CTpaHOHW M Haubolsiee pa3BHTHIMH
crpadamu. UnenctBo B EC sBmsercs 3(QGEKTHBHBIM CPEACTBOM Is
peanm3anuy 31o# nenu. Ynencreo Ilonsmm B EC naér Ham manc, KOTOpbIH
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Mbl 00f13aHBI HCHONB30BATh, MOINEPXKUBAS HHTETPAllHOHHBIE ITPOLIECCHI
B EBpone. B cBs3u ¢ atum ceiiuac, xorna EBponeiickuii coio3 nepexusaer
CaMblii CepbE3HBIH B CBOEH HCTOPMM KDH3HC, KOTIA HALHOHATLHBIE 3TOHU3MEI
Hepenko OepyT Bepx Han €BPONEHCKOM COJIMIAPHOCTBIO, Halll >XH3HEHHBIH
MHTEPEC COCTOMT B yrIyOneHuu eBpouHTerpaumu. Kpome Toro, oH cocromt
B aKTHBHOM y4aCTHM B MEXaHM3MaX ,,pDEMOHTa” €BDO3OHbI, B KOTOPYIO MBI
JODKHBI BOWTH, KOTZ]a CBA3aHHBIE C 3THM LIAHCHI TIPEBBICAT PUCKH, HOO TOJIBKO
TaKMM IMYTEM MBI CMOXKEM 3aHAThH JOCTOMHOE MECTO B uentpe EBponeiickoro
coro3a. K coxaneHnuio, B JaHHBIH MOMEHT 3TH IIAHCHI HEBEJIMKH, HO 3TO JIMILb
AODKHO MOOHMIIM3HPOBATh HAC K MX yBenWueHmio. Eciu 1 siHBaps 2015 ronga
B €BPO30HY CMOIIa BCTYNHTh MalleHbkas JINTBa, TO MOYEMy 3TOrO He MOXeEM
caenath Mbl? ITIpuHATHE 061IEH BATIOTHI OKOHYATEIEHO 3aBepIInIIO OBl MpoLece
uHTerpauuu Ilonemu B EBponeiickuii cowos u YKpenuio 6bl Hauly MO3HIMIO
B EBpone.



