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Russian Geopolitical Awareness:
Ukraine and Belarus
(after the Collapse of the Soviet Union)

T he dissolution of the Soviet Union was formally enacted in De-

cember of 1991. “The internal partition” of the USSR was created
by the leaders of the three most important Soviet republics: Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus. Russia was the centre of the Soviet Empire,
and the other republics had the status of periphery countries. Russia
(the Russian Federation) became the main successor of the Soviet
Union and showed tendencies of treating the post-Soviet space as
its exclusive sphere of influence. This attitude towards Ukraine and
Belarus, which were, like Russia, part of the Russian cultural sphere,
was a particular challenge for the new Russian elite. Due to Russian
imperial traditions, Moscow could not easily come to terms with
the independence of those republics. Although Russia had finally
recognized officially the statehood of its Slavic “younger brothers”,
it still denied them their “geopolitical sovereignty” for a number
of reasons.

After the fall of communism in Russia, geopolitics filled the ideo-
logical vacuum that was left by the bankrupt communist ideology.
It claimed the role of a new universal idea through which Russians
could interpret the whole world. Geopolitics legitimized Russia’s
aspirations to play important international roles and compensated
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for the dissonance in Russian identity, which was created by the col-
lapse of the Soviet Empire, giving expression to the new Russian
Messianism. Relations with “the nearest abroad”, i.e., Ukraine and
Belarus, became Russia’s main problem in the post-Soviet space.
The present tragic conflict in Ukraine is an indirect result of the ten-
sions that emerged against this backdrop, yet it cannot be consid-
ered outside the wider international context. The growing global
geopolitical rivalry for spheres of influence in the contemporary
world replaces the old ideological confrontation.

The book consists of seven chapters. The first one deals with
the post-Soviet identity of Russia in international relations, and
describes how the Russian Federation defined and conceptual-
ized its place in the world, i.e., in the international system which
was created as a result of the collapse of communism, the collapse
of the USSR and the collapse of the socialist bloc. The second chap-
ter concerns geopolitics as both a scientific discipline and a certain
manner of thinking about the world. This part of the book presents
the history of geopolitics, its most influential schools, trends, con-
cepts and definitions, and it also indicates various problems re-
lated to the practical application of geopolitics as a meta-strategy
in constructing an international system. The third chapter is a study
of the sources and motives of Russian geopolitical thinking. It de-
scribes the history of geopolitics in Russia, its main determinants,
objectives, theoreticians and their ideas. The following chapter con-
tains deliberations on the post-Soviet region from the perspective
of the geopolitical positions and roles of Russia, Ukraine and Bela-
rus, taking into consideration the broad global frame of reference.
Naturally, the argumentation cannot ignore the contexts of the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian and the Russian-Belarusian relations, depicted from
the perspectives of imperial and colonial discourses (the former
bound to the metropolis, the latter to the periphery). Such reflec-
tion is also accompanied by the analysis of different (re)integra-
tion structures emerging in the Eurasian space. The fifth chapter
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is an attempt to explain the complex phenomenon of the “melting
pot” of identity within the “East-Slavic triangle”. The last two chap-
ters are directly related to the spheres of political relations between

Russia and Ukraine, and between Russia and Belarus. They discuss

the most important issues and problems in the relations between

these countries, in the period from the collapse of the Soviet Union

to the “Orange Revolution” in Ukraine. The final part of the book

addresses the current tense situation in the relations between

the three states, with an emphasis on the global geopolitical frame

of reference.
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Poccuiickoe reononutuueckoe cosnanme
To oTHOWeHUIo K Ykpaune u Benapycu
(nocne pacnana Cosetckoro Corosa)

Baexa6pe 1991 roaa pacmaiacs Coserckuii Coros. «BHyTpeHHwmi
pasgen» CCCP npousBe H IHAEPbI TPEX BAXKHEHIINX COBETCKHX
pecy6muk: Poccuu, YkpauHs! 1 Benapycu. Ilentpom coseTckoii
umnepuu 6bu1a Poccus, a gpyrue pecny6iuMke umenn CTaTyc
nepudepun. Poccus (Poccmiickas ®ezepanusi) crafa TIaBHBIM
HacneAHHKoM CCCP, nposiB/ASIONIAM TeHAEHIUHA K OTHOIIEHHIO K
ITOCTCOBETCKOMY IPOCTPAHCTBY KaK K CBOEM HCKIIOYHTEIbHOM 30He
BusAHAsA. OCOGEHHBIM BBI30BOM /12 POCCHHCKHX 3JHT OKA3a10Ch
UX OTHOIEHMe K VYKpamHe M Benapycu, koTopele, mozo6Ho
Poccun, cOCTaBASIOT 9acTh PyccKOro KyJasTypHOTro IPOCTPAHCTBA.
/lerko NpHHATH MX HE3aBHCHMOCTh MOCKBE MemaioT POCCHHCKHe
MMIEpHAIbHBIE TPAAUIMH. POCCHs B KOHIle KOHIIOB O(HIHaIBHO
[pHU3HAMA TOCYAAPCTBEHHOCTh CBOMX CAABSHCKHX «MJIAZIIAX
GpaTbeB», HO, TEM He MeHee, 10 MHOTHM IPUYHHAM OHA OTKa3bIBala
UM B «T€OIOJUTHYECKOH CYBEPEHHOCTH » .

Ilocre mazenus KOMMyHH3Ma T'eONOIMTHKA 3amoiHMAa B Poc-
CHH HAEONOTHYECKUH BaKyyM, 06pa3oBaBIIMIiCS HA MecTe norep-
nesIIel GaHKPOTCTBO KOMMYHHCTHYECKO# HAEOI0THH, IpeTeHAys
Ha POJIb HOBOH BCeOOmIel HjeH, KOTOpast IPH3BAHA XOMUCTHYECKH
OObACHATD poccusHaM Mup. leomoruTuka JIETUTAMH3UPOBaIa
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CTpem/eHHe POCCHHM HMrpaTh BaXXHYI0 pOJAb Ha MEXAyHapOAHOH
apeHe. OHa KOMIIEHCHPOBaJa ANCCOHAHC B POCCHICKOH HAEHTHY-
HOCTH, HMEBIIHA MECTO B CBSI3H C PaclajoOM COBETCKOM HMMIIepHH,
CTaHOBSICh HOBBIM BBIP2XXEHHEM POCCHHCKOIO MECCHaHH3Ma. [aB-
HOM nmpo6iemoii Poccuu Ha IOCTCOBETCKOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE CTaJH
OTHOIIeHHS € «b/mmkaiiuM 3apy6expeM» — YKpaHHOH U Benapy-
Cbi0. KOCBEHHBIM pe3y/bTaTOM BO3HHMKAIOIIErO HaIPsDKEHHS CTal
CeroAHSANIHAN TPAaru4ecKuii KOHGIUKT B Ykpause, KOTOPBIH, OZHa-
KO, He/Ib351 PaCCMaTpPUBaTh BHE 60/1ee MHUPOKOro MeXAYHAPOAHOTO
KoHTeKcTa. OSocTpsromeecs rmo6aIbHOE reOmOATHYECKOe cormep-
HHYECTBO 32 30HbI BAMAHHS B COBDEMEHHOM MHDE 3aHHMaeT MeCTO
H/1€0I0TH4€CKON KOH(POHTALHH IPOIILIOTO.

Knura cocrout u3 cemu r1as. Ilepsast 03 HHX NOCBAMIEHA OCTCO-
BETCKOM HAEHTHYHOCTH Poccuu B MEeXAYHapOAHbIX OTHOmEHHX. C
STHM CBf32HO ONMCAHHE JIEMEHTOB IIPOIIECCa ONPeAENeHHS U KOH-
uentyaausanuu Poccuiickoi Peagepanueii cBoero mecra B MHpE, TO
€CTh B MEXAYHAPOJHOW CHCTeMe, KOTOpasi BOHHKIA BCAEACTBHE
raAeHuss KOMMyHH3Ma, pacnaga CCCP u pa3Baia commaamcTHYe-
CKOro sarepsi. Bo BTopoii I71aBe IpeAMeTOM HCCIe0BAHHUS CTAIa Te-
ONOMMTHKA KaK HayYHas AMCLHILIAHA, 2 TAKKe ONPeAeNEHHBIH CIo-
CO6 MM K€ CTHJIb MBIILIEHHS O MHpe. B 3T0# wacTy Kuuru aBTOp
IIpEACTaB/AET MCTOPHIO IeONONHTHKH, IMaBHbIE INKOJbI, HATIPaB-
JICHMsA, KOHLENIMH, ONpeje/eHHs, a TakKe OOpaliaeT BHHUMAHHe
UHMTaTe sl HA Pa3/MYHble NPOGAEMBI, CBA3aHHbIE C IMPAKTHYECKHM
TIpPUMEHEHHEM TEOTIOTHTHKH KaK METaCTPaTerWH BbICTPAaMBaHHS
CACTEMbI MEXYHAPOAHBIX OTHOLIEHHH. B TpeTbel r1aBe aBTOp HC-
C/IeAyeT UCTOYHHUKH M MOTHBBI POCCHHCKOIO T'€OIIOJHTHYECKOro
MbIILIEHHS. 34€Ch IPEACTaBIeHa HCTOPHS T'eONOTHTHKA B Poccuy,
€€ IVIaBHble OIpeAe/SINHe H Ie/H, TEOPETHKH M UX KOHIICHIHH.
B cregyromeii, 4eTBEpPTOi IMaBe MpeACTaBAEHO MOCTCOBETCKOE
[IPOCTPAHCTBO B NEPCIEKTHBE IeONOMUTHYECKOH O3UIAH U PO/H
B HEM Poccun, Ykpauns! u Benapycu, ¢ NIPUHATHEM BO BHHMaHHE
IIMPOKO# 71062 1bHOM CHCTeMBI OTHOmeHwHit. KoHedro sxe, aBTOp
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TPyA2 He MOXeT OGOHTH CTOPOHOH KOHTEKCT POCCHICKO-YKpaHH-
CKHX M POCCHHCKO-6€1apycCKMX OTHOmeHwI, IpeACTaBJIE€HHbIX
B NIEPCIIEKTHBE MMII€PHAIbHO-KOJIOHHAILHOTO Auckypca (6piBmas
MeTponous, 6bBimue nepupepun). YnomsaayThIM pasmbimienuam
CONMyTCTBYET aHa/IU3 Pa3HbIX (pPe)HHTer PaHOHHbIX CTPYKTYp, BO3-
HHUKAIOIMX B €BPa3HACKOM IIPOCTPAaHCTBe. B miaBe maroii aBTOp
TBITAETCs OMMCATD IPUPOAY CAOXKHOTO SABACHHS «THLIS» HJeHTHY-
HOCTH B paMKaX «BOCTOYHOC/ABAHCKOTO TPEYTONbHHKA>. Iocnea-
HHE AB€ I71aBbl HENIOCPEACTBEHHO KACaIOTCSH cepsr mouTHYeCcKuX
OTHOIIEeHH#H Mexay Poccureii u Ykpaunoit, a Taxoke Poccueit u Bea-
PyChi0. B HUX IpecTaBIeHBI CaMble IIaBHbIE BOIPOCHI ¥ IPO6.1eMBI
OTHOILIEHHH MeXAy STHMH TOCyAapCcTBaMu CO BpeMéH pacmaga Co-
BeTCkoro Coi03a 40 «OpPaHXeBOi PeBOMIOMUH» B Ykpanre. B csoro
0EPEAD, B OKOHYAHHH KHUTH aBTOP 06pAN[aeTcs K HbIHEem e Ha-
IPSDKEHHOM CHTYAalMHM B OTHOIIEHMSIX MEXJAy 3THMH ToCyAapCTBa-
MH, paccMaTpuBas €€ B KOHTEKCTe IM06aIbHON reomoHTHIeCKOl
CHCTEMbI OTHOIIEHHIA.
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