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The Formation, Consolidation and Operations

of a Neo-anthoritarian Regime in Belarus
in 1994 to 2010

Despite the ongoing processes of globalisation and informatisation, there are
still many non-democratic states in the contemporary world. Belarus is one
such authoritarian country, exceptional in that this republic is a European
country directly neighbouring on the European Union. It is for this reason
that Belarus is often referred to as a ‘black hole’ or ‘the last dictatorship’ in
Europe. However, notwithstanding the fact that a non-democratic regime
has held sway over the republic for the last twenty years, describing her as ‘a
European puzzle’ would be more to the point.

Numerous attempts to explain the transformations occurring in that
country have been undertaken in recent years. The Belarusian political system
is rather specific, which has provided fertile ground for the emergence of
vatious concepts and descriptions, both scientific and somewhat exortic.
Nevertheless, the Republic of Belarus and the political regime therein
continues to attract the attention of researchers.

This book is a result of a systematic and extensive analysis of the process
of the formation and genesis of the non-democratic regime in Belarus, which
differs in many respects from classical autocratic regimes, including those
which exist today in the post-Soviet area. Taking into account the domestic
and external circumstances of the forming of this regime and the manner
in which authority is organised and exercised, it is described in the book as
a (new) neo-authoritarian political regime.

The book provides a comparative analysis of various non-democratic
systems and singles out disparate features of the neo-authoritarian regime
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which has emerged in Belarus, which, in itself, is very important to the
comprehension of the Belarusian political phenomenon. Besides this, it
describes the historical and cultural processes which prepared the ground
for authoritarianism. The civilisational catastrophe and drastic political
earthquakes which Belarus and her nation underwent not only made it
possible for non-democratic rule to emerge, but also have created conditions
favourable to its growth and persistence.

While it is Mr Alexander Lukashenka who is at the ,,heart” of the political
regime in Belarus, his exercising of authority would have been impossible
without an institutional framework and an extensive state apparatus, as
well as a specific organisation of the political space and economic system.
Thus the author has not devoted overmuch attention to the person of Mr
Lukashenka, focusing instead on the institutional analysis of the political
regime, the manners in which democratic mechanisms are applied to its
internal stabilisation and the techniques used to mobilise society and isolate
the opposition. One of the instruments which has served to restrict society’s
autonomy and politicise it is the ideology of the Belarusian state. It would seem
that inculcating state ideology would be impossible in the era of the Internet
and advanced information technologies; nevertheless, as the book evidences,
it is a component of political reality in Belarus.

Comprehending the past and the present makes it possible for us to gain
an insight into the future. The book provides us with an opportunity not only
to understand the nature and the essence of the Belarusian neo-authoritarian
regime, but also attempts to answer questions regarding the direction which
the fortunes of Belarusian society might take in the future.



Codeprcarnue

Bosnuxnosenue, xoncorudayus u Gynxyuonuposarnue

Heoasmopumaprozo pexuma 6 beaapycu
6 1994-2010 ..

Hecmorpsa ranmpoueccs raobasusanmm u UHGOPMATH3ZAIHH, B COBPEMEHHOM
MHPE IPOAOAKAET CYINECTBOBAT U AQKE IIPOLBETATH 3HAYUTEABHOE YHCAO
CTPaH C HEACMOKpaTHIeCKuMu pexxumamu. Pecriyoanka Beaapycn sBasercs
OAHHUM M3 TAKUX TOCYAAPCTB, XOTA €€ OTAMIUTEABHON YEPTOH ABASETCA TO, ITO
OHa reorpadpuIecKu ABAAETCA EBPOIEHCKON CTPAHOM u HEIIOCPEACTBEHHO
rpanmaut ¢ EBpocorosom. Vimenno mostomy Beaapycs wacto masemBaror
«IEPHOM ABIPOID» HMAH «IIOCAEAHEH AukTaTypoin» Espomsr.  Oanako
HECMOTPSA Ha TOT (DaKT, IT0 B pecriybanke 6oaee 20 AeT PyHKIHOHHpPYET
HEAECMOKDPATHYCCKUH PEXHUM, OBIAO OBl IPABHABHO IOBOPHUTBH O Beaapycu
KaK O jazadke EBpOIBL.

B TeyeHme IMOCAEAHMX AT AEAAAMCH MHOTOYHCAEHHBIE ITOIIBITKU
pasrapaTh STy 3araAKy U AaTh OOBACHEHHE ITOAUTHYECKHM SBACHUAM
uIponeccam, umeBInm mecto B beaapycu. Crrermudpuraecknii o AuTIYI e CKIET
c‘rpoﬁ,c@opMHpOBaanfixCHBc1paHe,coAcﬁCTBOBaAHOﬂBAeHmopasAHqulx
€ero AechHHHUIIII U XaPAKTEPHCTHK U HE TOABKO HAYIHBIX, 2 TAKIKE AOBOABHO
SK30THYCCKHUX, M OH IIO-IIPEKHEMY ITPOAOAKACT IIPUTATMBATG BHUMAHUE
HCCAEAOBATEAEH.

Huuemmmas kemra — 3TO pE3yABTAT CHCTEMHOTO U OOIIHPHOTO
aHAAM32 TIPOIECCA CTAHOBACHHS M 9BOAIOIIUHM HEAEMOKPATHYECKOIO CTPOA
B Beaapycu, KOTOpBIH 110 MHOrUM CBOMM ITapaMEeTPaM OTAHMYACTCS OT
KAAQCCHYECKUX aBTOPHTAPHBIX CHCTEM, 2 TAKKE OT TEX PEKHMOB, KOTOPbIE
CYIIECTBYIOT CEHYaC HAa IIOCTCOBETCKOM IIpoCTpaHCTBe. [IpmHmmas BoO
BHUMAHME BHYTPECHHHC U BHEIIHHUE YCAOBUA (POPMHPOBAHUSA 3TOTO CTPOH,
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Crocot opraHusanuy ¥ (PyHKIHOHUPOBAHUA BAACTH B KHHTE OH ITOAYYHA
OIPEACACHHUE — HEOABTOPUTAPHBIN (HOBBIH) IIOANTHIECKUIT PEKIM.

Kpome cpasrmTespHOrO amaAmsa pasAHMYHBIX HEAEMOKPATHYECKUX
CHCTEM M BBIACACHUS OTAMYHTEABHBIX YEPT HEOABTOPHTAPHOIO PEXMMA,
KOTOpBI BO3HHK B beaapycm (410 KpaiiHe BaXHO AAf [TOHHMAHHSA
DEAOPYCCKOIO MOAUTHYECKOTO deHOMEHa), B KHHUTE TAKKE OIIMCAHBI
HCTOPUKO-KYABTYPHBIE ~ IIPOLIECCH, ~ ITOATOTOBHBIINE  IIOYBY  AAA
apTopuTapusma. [lusnausarmonnas karacrpoda, OrpoMHbIE IIOAUTHIECKHE
ITOTPACEHUSA, KOTOPHIE IIEPEKUAA CTPAHA H €€ HAPOA, CAEAAAH BO3MOKHBIM
HE TOAPKO IOSIBACHHE HEACMOKPAUTYECKOIO IIPABACHHUA, HO M CO3AAAH
YCAOBHS AASL €O PA3BUTHA U COXPAHEHHA HA AOATHI IIEPHOA.

Xora ,,cepanemM” MOAUTHIECKOTO pexuma B beaapycm sBasercs
Ipe3suAeHT AAEKCAHAP AYKaIIIEHKO, BAACTD €ro GBIAA GBI HEBO3MOXKHA Ge3
PasBUTOTO MHCTHTYIHOHHOIO KapKaca, OOIIMPHOIO I'OCYAAPCTBEHHOTO
anapara u CHemuUIECKON OPraHU3AIIH TTOAMTHIECKOTO IIPOCTPAHCTBA,
4 TaKKe SKOHOMMYECKOH cucrembl. [Tostomy aBTOp KOHIEHTpHpYET CBOE
BHUMAHUSA HE HA AMMHOCTU \YKAIIIEHKO, 2 HA MHCTUTYIIMOHAABHOM AHAAU3E
TIOAHTHYIECKOTO  PEXMMA, CIOCO0AX HCHOAB30OBAHMA AEMOKPATHYECKHX
MEXAHHU3MOB AASl €0 BHYTPEHHEN CTAOMAM3AIINAN, TEXHHKAM MOOHMAU3AITIH
OOIIeCTBA M M3OAAIHH Ormrosuma. OAHIM U3 MHCTPYMEHTOB, KOTODBIH
AKTUBHO TIDUMEHAACA AASl CY/KEHHA ABTOHOMHUH OOINECTBA, ABASAACH
udeosozus  beagpycexozo  eocydapemsa. Kasaroce Os B 3MIOXy HHTEPHETA
1 MH(POPMALIMOHHBIX TEXHOAOTHIH HACAKACHHE TOCYAAPCTBEHHOM AOKTPUHEL
HCBO3MOKHO, OAHAKO, KaK IIOKa3hIBAET KHHTa, B Beaapycu sto — saemenT
IIOAUTHIECKON PEAABHOCTH.

[lonnmanme IHPOIIAOTO M HACTOAINETO AZ€T HAM BO3MOMKHOCTD
3aTAAHYTH B OyAyImee. DTa KHHIa IIOMOTA€T HE TOABKO ITOHATD IIPHPOAY
M CYIIHOCT GEAOPYCCKOTO HEOABTOPUTAPHOTO PEKHMA, OODBICHAET
TIPUYHHBL €T0 AOATOACTHA, HO M HECET B CeOE OTBET, B KAKOM HAIPABACHHUH
MOTYT pa3sBOPAYHBATHCA IIOAUTHIECKHE IIponieccH B Beaapycn B Gyayrmenm.



