Summary

The Evolution of the Power Elite in the Soviet Union
and Russia

in the Context of Ideological, Political, Social and Economic
Transformation

The issue of the formation of the Soviet and Russian power elites is one
of the most interesting research topics in the modern history and political
studies, as it relates to a very important area for the fate of the wotld. In the
past, including the tsar-state times, Russia was one of the mightiest powers;
even in the mid-twentieth century the communist Soviet Union became one
of the two superpowers of the wortld, and remained so until the end of its
existence. After the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, fifteen new countries,
which had previously been Soviet main administrative-territorial units, were
created. The largest of them, which is the main successor and in a certain
sense continuator of the Soviet empire, is Russia, officially known as the
Russian Federation. Russia is no longer a communist country. In order to make
the country an important part of the global political and economic system
by the standards of liberal democration, Russian elites decided to conduct
democratic changes in the 90’s. The price of this great transformation, which
meant eliminating archaic communist socio-political and economic heritage,
as well as its errors and omissions, was political and economic instability,
internal chaos and a high level of social discontent. In the face of a serious
internal crisis, the transfer of authority over Russia between the democratic
elite and politicians from the former Soviet special services allowed to
gradually stabilize the situation in all areas of life and put the country on
the track of the rapid development at the cost of authoritarianisation of
the political system. The current political system is often defined as “guided
democracy”. The new Russian power elite, after overcoming the structural
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crisis, aim at turning the country into a major global player, both in the sphere
of international politics and economics.

This book shows the evolution of Soviet and Russian political classes
in the context of ideological, political, social and economic transformation
that occurred between the years 1917—2012. This book describes the most
important moment of history, i.e. the correction of the system in the Soviet
Union during perestroika, which got out of control of the central authority
and changed into a radical political and economic transformation, causing
the Soviet empire to collapse. The book also focuses on the period of
the formation of the power elite in modern Russia under presidencies of
Yeltsin, Putin, and Medvedev, which is as important as the Gorbachev’s era.
Much of the content of this book is related to the period of Lenin, Stalin,
Khrushchev, Brezhney, Andropov, and Chernenko, explaining what the
Soviet Union was and what changes this country underwent on the power
clite level. The book also implies a developed narrative about the evolution
of the nomenclature system in the Soviet empire, its transformation, which
resulted in the complete emancipation of the nomenclature and the collapse
of the Soviet federation.

The genesis of communism in Russia and the mechanisms of seizure
of power by the Bolshevik Party are described in the first part of the
book. This part then discusses the processes of totalitarianisation and
detotalitarianisation of authority in the Soviet Union. The author also presents
the issue of nomenclature (the creation, development, and transformation)
as the personnel base of the Soviet political class, as well as the issue of
political culture of nomenclature. This part also includes a reflection on the
era of Andropov and Chernenko.

The second part of the book describes the process of reconstructing of
the Soviet system in the period of Gorbachev’s leadership (perestroika), and
the collapse of the Soviet Union. This part describes the rationale and the
process of reforms. The author presents environment of co-workers and
opponents of the first and last president of the Soviet Union. In the next
part the author makes an attempt to portray the changes that have taken place
in the consciousness of the Soviet system and non-system intelligentsia. The
remainder of this part describes the process of democratisation of the Soviet
empire, the formation of the Russian democratic republican contrelite, what
ultimately led to the collapse of the Soviet federation. This part of the book



Summary 367

also includes the analysis of the economic mechanisms that triggered the
perestroika and what became one of the key reasons for the disintegration of
the Soviet Union.

In the third part of the book, the author focuses on the desctiption
and analysis of the phenomenon of the Soviet federalism, nomenclature
regionalism and the Soviet national policy. To demonstrate regional
differences in these phenomena in the Soviet Union cases of Ukraine and
Belarus are described subsequently.

The fourth part of this book concerns the formation and transformation
of contemporary Russian political elite in the years of 1992-2012. In this
part the conditions, mechanisms of the functioning and the practice of
democracy in Russia are presented. Moreover, the author makes an attempt
to describe the ideological explorations made by the Russian ruling elite.
The author claims that the specifics of the power elite in Russia throughout
history was to search justification and rationalisation — for its messianic
policy — in integral or total ideologies, aiming at a holistic description and
explanation of the surrounding world. This part also implies a broader layer
of methodological issues relating to the power elites.



Pesrwome

Deonryus saumer eaacmu 8 Cosemcxom Corse
u Poccuu

6 KOHMEKCme UOeUHbIX, NONUMUYECKUX, 00MecmBenibiX
U IKOHOMUYECKUX nepeMer

®OpMHPOBAHHME COBETCKOHM M POCCHICKOM IPABAINEH SANTH ABAAETCA
OAHOH U3 CaMBIX MHTEPECHBIX TEM HCCACAOBAHMIA 110 HOBEHIIEH UCTOPUU
u noautoAorun. Poccus yxe B Iapckoe Bpemsi OBIAZ OAHOM M3 CAMBIX
MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX AEpPXkKaB, 2 B cepeAmHe XX CTOAETHSA, CO3AAHHBIN
xommynuctuaeckuit Coserckuit Cor03 CTaA OAHOM M3 ABYX CBEPXAEPIKAB
MHpPA, M OCTaBaACAd TaKMM AO KOHIIA CBOErO CyIIecTBOBaHUA. [locae
pacmaaa Coserckoro Corosa B 1991 roay, Ha ero TeppHTOPUH BO3HHKAO
IATHAALATh — B OOABIIMHCTBE — HOBBIX CTPaH, KOTOpBIE paHee ObIAK
OCHOBHBIMU COBETCKUMHU aAMUHHCTPATUBHO-TEPPUTOPHAABHBIMU
CAMHUIIAMU — COO3HBIMH pecrrybAamkamu. Hanboaee kpymHas u3 Hux oT0
Poccms (moanoe masamme — Poccmiickas @eaeparus), KOTOpas ABAAETCA
FAABHOW HACACAHHUIIEH M B KAKOM-TO CMBICAC IIPOAOAKATEABHUIIEH
coBeTckoi mmiepuu. Poccua 3TO yKe He KOMMYHHCTHYECKAs CTPAHA.
Poccwmiickas mpaBAImas 3AuTa, KA CACAATh CBOO CTPAHY BAKHOM YaCThIO
MUPOBOH IIOAMTHYIECKON M 3KOHOMHYECKOM CHCTEMBI IIO AMOEPAABHO-
-AEMOKPATHYIECKAM CTaHA2pTaM, B 90-¢ TOABI HavaAa AECMOKPATHYECKHE
npeotpasosanus. [IpoBoaumbre pedopMbl, HAIIpaBACHHbIE HA YCTPAHEHUE
aApXAMYHOTO KOMMYHHCTHYECKOTO OOIIECTBEHHO-TIOAMTHYECKOTO
U S9KOHOMHYECKOTO HACAEAMS, 4 TAKKE OIIUOKH U YIIYILEHHUSI, AOIIYIIECHHBIE
B XOA€ 39TOrO IIPOIECCA IIPHUBEAM K IOAUTHYECKOH M 9KOHOMHYECKOM
HeCTAOMABHOCTH B CTPaHE, XaOCy M BBICOKOMY YPOBHIO OOIIECTBEHHOTO
HEAOBOABCTBA. [ lepeaaya AeMOKPATIYECKON IOAUTHIECKON S9AUTOM BAACTH
HaA Poccmeit moauTHkam 3 OBIBIINX COBETCKAX CIELCAYKO B YCAOBHAX
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rAy6OKOro BHyTPEHHETO KPU3HCA, ITO3BOAMAA IOCTENIEHHO CTAOMAU3UPOBATH
CUTyaluIo BO BCeX cepax )KU3HM M BBIBECTH CTPaHY Ha IyTh GBICTPOTO
3KOHOMHIYECKOTo pocta. CeroAHAmHAA IOAUTHYECKas cucrema B Poccum
YACTO OIIPEAEASIETCS KaK «yIIpaBAfeMas AeMokpatus». HoBas poccuiickas
BAACTb, IIOCAE BEIBEACHHMS Poccmm u3 TAyOOKOrO BHYTPEHHOTO KPH3HCA,
CTPEMHTCS IPEBPATHTD CBOE TOCYAAPCTBO B OAHOTO M3 TAABHBIX TAOO2ABHBIX
UIPOKOB MEKAYHAPOAHOM IOAUTHYECKON ¥ SKOHOMUIECKOM JKU3HH.

Kuura Dsosroyun saumer eaacmu 6 Cosemcxom Cowse u Poccun moxaspisaer
3BOAIOLIMIO COBETCKOM M POCCHMCKOM ITPABAINEN SAHUTHI B KOHTEKCTE
HAEOAOTHYECKUX, IIOAUTHYECKUX, OOINECTBEHHEIX H 3KOHOMHYECKHX
HepeMeH, KOTopble IpousomAn B crpare B 1917-2012 roaax. [losopoTabivM
M CAMBIM BKHBIM HCTOPUYECKIM MOMEHTOM, OIMCAHHBIM B ITyOAMKAIINY,
sBasercs koppekrupoBka cucrtemsr B Coserckom Corose BO Bpems
[IEPECTPONKH, KOTOpPas BBICKOAB3HYAAZ H3-TIOA KOHTPOAS LEHTPAABHOH
BAACTHU U IIPEBPATUAACH B PAAMKAABHYIO ITIOAUTUIECKYIO X SKOHOMHUYIECKYIO
TpaHC(OPMALIUIO, B PE3YABTATE YEI0 PACIIAAACH COBETCKaA mmuIepus. Bropsim
KAFOUEBHIM MOMEHTOM 3TOM KHHUIU ABASETCH IEepPHOA (OpPMUPOBAHUA
HpaBsIIel SAUTH B COBpeMeHHOM Poccum Bo Bpems ripesuAeHTypht EAprinna,
IMyruaa n MeaBeaeBa. Boabmras 9acte MCCACAOBaHMS PacCMATPHUBACT
srioxy Aenuna, Craauna, Xpyresa, Bpexuesa, Amaporiosa u HepHeHKo
¢ neapro BoiicHenus cymuoctu Coserckoro Corosa m mpeoOpasOBaHMIA,
MMEBITIAX MECTO B YIIPABACHUH TOCyAapCTBOM. KHIETa COACPKUT OOIIMPHEBIA
0630p 9BOAIOIIMM HOMEHKAATYPHOH CHCTEMBI COBETCKOM HMIIEPHM U €€
TparcOpMaLuy, B PE3yAbTaTE KOTOPOH ITPOHM3OIIEA PACIaA COBETCKON
deaepannm.

B mepBoii rAaBe KHHIHM IIPEACTABAECH TE€HE3WC KOMMyHH3Ma B Poccum
UM MEXAHW3MBI 3aXBaTa BAACTH NAPTHEH OOABIIEBHKOB. AaAee yKa3aHbI
HPOIECCH TOTAAUTAPH3AIUM M ACTOTaAHTapu3anum BAacTH B COBETCKOM
Corose. 3aTem aBTOP pacCMATPUBACT CO3AAHUE, PA3BUTHE, IPeOOpasoBaHme
HOMEHKAQTYPHI KK OCHOBBI COBETCKOIO IOAHTHYECKOTO KAACCA. YAEACHO
TAKKEe BHUMAHHE HOMEHKAATYPHOH IIOAMTHYECKOH KyABType. DTa TAaBa
3aBEpIICHA AHAAN3OM 3IIOXH AHAPOIIOBa B YepHEHKO.

Bropas wacrte IIOCBAINEHA IEPECTPOMKE  COBETCKOM  CHCTEMBI
B IIepuoA pyKoBoAcTBa I'opbadesa u pacrmaay Coserckoro Corosa. B aroit
raaBe paccMaTpuBaeTcs ODOCHOBaHME M Ipomecc pecopM. ABTOP Aaa
XapaKTEPUCTHKY CPEAE COTPYAHHKOB M OIIIOHEHTOB IIEPBOTO ¥ IIOCACAHETO
npesupenta Coserckoro Corosa. Aasee aBTOpP ITONBITAACH IIPEACTABUTH
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HM3MCHEHUA, IPOUCXOAAIIME B CO3HAHUM COBETCKOM  CHCTEMHOI
U BHECHUCTEMHOM HHTEAWICHIMHU. TakKe YACACHO BHHHMAHHE IIPOIECCY
AEMOKDATH3AIIMH COBETCKOM HMITEPHM U (DOPMHPOBAHHIO POCCHHCKOMN
AEMOKDPATHYIECKOH PeCITyOAUKAHCKOM KOHTPIAHUTHL, KOTOPHIH B KOHEYHOM
UTOTE INPHBEA K ITAACHHIO COBETCKOM (eaepanmuu. Dra YacTe pabOTs!
32BEPIIICHA AHAAN30M 9KOHOMUIECKUX MEXaHH3MOB, KOTOPBIE ObIAH BEI3BAHBI
IIEPECTPONKON U ABASAUCH OAHOH M3 OCHOBHBIX IIPUYHH AC3HHTETrPAITUH
Coserckoro Coro3a.

B Tperpelt raaBe aBTOp COCPEAOTOYHACA HA ONHMCAHHH U AHAAM3E
(beHOMEHA  COBETCKOTO  (heACpaAM3Ma, DEIMOHAAM3MA HOMEHKAATYDHI
U COBETCKOHM HAIIMOHAABHOH MOAMUTHKH. UTOOBI IIPOAEMOHCTPHPOBATH
pernoHasbHele pasamdms cpeau tHx ABAeHmmi B Coserckom Corose,
B IIOCACAYFOIIMX maparpacax OBIAM ONHCAHBI IPHMEPHl YKPAHHEI
u beaapyccun.

[Tocreanss w camas OOIIMpHAas — dYeTBEPTAafA TAABA 3TOM KHETIH,
KacaeTcs POPMUPOBAHHA U TPAHC(HOPMALIMI COBPEMEHHOTO POCCHICKOTO
IIOAUTHIECKOTO KAacca B 1992-2012 roaax. B artoit wactu mccaepoBamus
OBIAM  IIDEACTABAGHBI ~ YCAOBHA, MCXaHM3MBl  (DYHKIIMOHHPOBAHMA
U npakTuka Aemokparuu B Poccum. Kpome Ttoro, aBrop momsrtascs
OIMCATh IIOMCK POCCHHCKOM BAACTH ONITHMAABHOM HAEOAOTHH AASA
Poccun, moromy uto crenuduka IpaBAIIei SAHTH HA TPOTHKEHUN BCEH
HCTOPHHU IPOSBASAACH B IIOMCKAX ODOCHOBAHUA AASl CBOEH MECCHAHCKOM
HNOAUTHKH M PALMOHAAMSALMY B UHTETPAABHBIX HAM TOTAAMTAPHBIX
HMACOAOTHSAX, HAIIPABACHHBIX Ha BCEOOBEMAIOIIEE OINUCAHUE U OOBACHEHUE
OKpysKaromero mupa. B sT1oit raase Toxke mpeacraBAcH GoAee IMIMPOKHI
KATAAOT METOAOAOTMYECKHUX BOIIPOCOB, CBA3AHHBIX C BEPXOBHOM BAACTHIO.



